
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade 
 

Classroom Teachers 

Ms. Annie Harris 

Mr. Cary Kirby 

Mrs. Ashlea Zeller 

 

Support Teachers 

Ms. Marion Alsobrook 

Ms. Ashley Pennypacker 

 

Paraprofessional 

Mrs. Angela Holloway 

 
 

Rooms: I-110, I-112, & Z-1189 
P.K. Yonge Developmental Research School 



Daily Schedule 
 

8:05 - 8:30 ï Morning Routine  

¶ Planners and Morning Work 

¶ Morning Meeting/Building a classroom community 

¶ Daily overview 

8:30 - 10:45  ï Writing  

¶ Target Convention Skills 

¶ Target Composing Skills 

¶ Target Organizational Skills 

ï Reading Workshop  
¶ Comprehension Strategy Instruction 

¶ Fluency Practice 

¶ Book Clubs 

¶ Social Studies Content  

¶ Conferences/Small groups 

¶ Independent Reading 

ï Word Work  

¶ Phonics skills 

¶ High-frequency words 

¶ Spelling, Word patterns/chunks 

¶ Decoding strategies 

¶ Syllabication/Prefixes/Suffixes/Onsets & Rimes 

10:50 - 11:20 ïLunch  

11:25 - 12:40 ï Math  

¶ Mental Math/Math Message 

¶ Problem-solving through cooperative structures 

¶ Math Journal 

¶ Math Games 

¶ Small Groups as needed 

1240 - 1:00 ï Recess  

1:05 - 1:40 ï Science  

¶ Using scientific process skills and habits of mind 

¶ Inquiry Based 

¶ Communicating scientific thinking through science journals 
1:45 - 2:30 ï Specials  

¶ Weekly rotations of Music, Art, and P.E. 

2:30 ï Dismissal

WEDNESDAY 
The Wednesday schedule is 

that same as M, T, Th, F with 

the following exceptions: 

 

11:25-11:40 ï Recess 

11:40-12:45 ï Math 

12:45 - Dismissal 



 

Other Information 
School Work:  Please take time to go over your childôs school work and 

ask your child questions about what s/he learned.  Invite him/her to explain it to you.  
Children love being the expert! This is a great time to give lots of specific praise and 

show sincere interest. Class work will come home this year in purple folders. The work 
that comes home is for you and your child to keep.  

 

Late Work Policy:  
All math homework is due by the Friday the week it is assigned.  
All reading homework will be due on the day the teacher assigns. 
We do not accept late homework. 
 

Homework: 
 Home Reading Program (Homework): 
Your child is responsible for finding a book to read every night.  Preferably, it is the same book for 
several nights in a row. If children need to borrow chapter books from our classroom library, they can 
make arrangements to check them out.  Your child may read his/her book out loud or silently. Home 
Reading can be very successful in increasing the speed with which your child reads and 
comprehends.   Please ask questions of your child about what s/he reading and help him/her really 
become engaged and involved with the text. Or after your child reads, talk with your child about the 
book and ask him/her to retell the story.  This really involves the child and helps him/her learn how to 
check in with himself/herself and comprehend text. If you would like more suggestions on how to 
engage your student as a reader please ask one of the fifth grade teachers.  
Your child will also benefit from you reading to them.  Research shows that reading aloud to your 
child after they have learned to read dramatically increases their oral language skills and vocabulary 
development.  

Math Study Links (Homework): 
Math Study Link packets are sent home on Fridays (or the last day of the week).  Math Study Link 
packets are due on the next Friday (or the last day of the next week).  Math Study Links are 
comprised of skills that are taught in class.  These skills could be beginning, developing, or secure 
skills. Each week, teachers choose problems from the math packet to grade.  Packets are worth 10 
points a week.      
 

Planners: Planners should be checked and signed every night by an adult.  Students record 

daily class work, important reminders, and homework in their planners.  This is a great way to have 
communication from school to home.  Planners will be checked every morning at school, so if thereôs 
any questions or comments you need to get to a teacher, this is a great avenue.  Planners are a 
wonderful way to explicitly teach children how to stay organized.  



 

 

 
 

Reading: 
Rich models of language in all forms of literature, including fiction, poetry, non-fiction, etc. are 

introduced.  
These three big ideas in reading are the basis for our curriculum and instruction and inspire the 

measures (assessment) we use: 
 
 

¶ Fluency with Text: The effortless, automatic ability to read words in connected text. 
 

¶ Vocabulary: The ability to understand (receptive) and use (expressive) words to 
acquire and convey meaning. 

 

¶ Comprehension: The complex cognitive process involving the interaction between 
reader and text to convey meaning.  

 
 
Our core framework for reading instruction is to engage students in text and teach the reader, not the 
reading.  Specific reading comprehension strategies will be taught through whole-group mini lessons, 
conferences, reciprocal teaching, fluency groups, small group intervention, comprehension passage 
instruction, book clubs, and our Home Reading Program.  We will promote active literacy and teach 
students to be metacognitive (think about their thinking).  In order to develop deeper comprehension 
of texts, we will have kids write about their thinking in reading.  This captures their understanding and 
opens a window into their thinking.   Our goal is for students to become passionate, purposeful, 

and life-long readers. 
 

*We provide activities in which children learn to read by reading and learn to write by writing.* 
 

Materials and Programs 
¶ Leveled classroom books 

¶ Leveled guided reading sets 

¶ Library books 

¶ The Comprehension Toolkit 

¶ Anchor Charts 

¶ Journals 

¶ Open Court Reading Series 

¶ Word Wall Words 

¶ Fiction and Non-fiction trade books 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Writing: 
The writing curriculum we are using this year is Marcia Freemanôs Craft Plus Writing Program.  This program 
focuses on specific Target Skills.  Target Skills are single skill writing concepts.  Target skills will fall under 
three categories: organization, conventions, and composing.   
 
Students will be taught specific target skills and then are given ample time to practice the use of the skill. The 
practice will generally be short paragraphs specifically focusing on each Target Skill.  Students will also be 
assessed using short paragraphs and quizzes to determine proficiency with each Target Skill.  Longer essays 
will be used as performance assessments and students will be expected to use multiple Target Skills within 
each essay assignment.  These essays may also correlate to the Social Studies and Science curriculums.   
 
Once a Target Skill has been mastered, students are expected to use it consistently and correctly throughout 
the rest of the fifth grade year.  

 
 
           Different Types of Writing 

Expository: Expository writing is informational because its purpose is to inform, give facts, give directions, 
explain, or define something. By its very definition, expository writing should be organized and to the point. In 
this type of writing, students not only learn to organize the sentences in their paragraphs, but learn how to write 
the type of sentences needed for effective informational communication.  

Persuasive: Persuasive writing expresses an opinion and tries to convince the reader that this opinion is 
correct. In this type of writing, students not only learn how to state and support their opinion, but also how to 
write the type of sentences they need for effective persuasive communication. 

Narrative: Narrative writing is simply the telling of a story. In this type of writing, students learn the story 
elements necessary for story writing and how to use them effectively. 

Descriptive: Descriptive writing demands a command of words: vivid verbs to enliven writing and sensory 
details to make descriptions more effective. In this type of writing, students learn how to give a detailed word 
picture of a person, place, thing, or idea. 

Reports: Research report-writing summarizes information about a topic. In this type of writing, students learn 
the skills necessary for report-writing: narrow a topic, skim sources, make bibliography cards, take notes, 
organize note cards, write an outline, write a rough draft, edit a rough draft, and write a final report. 

Creative: Creative writing uses imagination and fantasy in different forms of writing. In this type of writing, 
students are free to express themselves in a variety of artistic writing forms, including poems, stories, and 
plays. 

Letters: Letter writing teaches students how to write a friendly letter and a business letter, how to address an 
envelope, and how to write thank-you notes and invitations. Students also learn the correct forms of the 
different types of letters and write letters of their own. 

Journals: Journal writing is an independent writing activity that gives students an opportunity to express their 
thoughts and opinions in a non-threatening way. Journal writing helps students express themselves in written 
form, helps students feel comfortable with writing, and gives students an opportunity to practice what they are 
learning in a non-graded environment. 

 



Word Study: 
  

The Word Study program this year focuses on: 
¶ Common spelling rules that are the most useful as well as words that do not follow 

patterns. 

¶ Also focuses on common word parts, vocabulary and their definitions.   

¶ The more traditional ñspelling testò is replaced by several different types of 
assessment that ask the students to use the different skills and patterns we are 
learning in new situations. 

 

This program is based on research from several different sources (cited at the 
bottom).  We believe that approaching Word Study in this way will truly help our 
students have more appreciation for words, their meanings, their origins, and their 
spelling.  Please donôt be alarmed if some words seem too easy for fifth graders, 
research shows that even these words are misspelled with regularity by upper grades 
students.  In addition, the ñeasierò words comprise only one part of the entire Word 
Study program.  Below are a list of the goals. 
 
Goals 

1. High frequency, commonly misspelled words (the 80 most commonly misspelled 
words by upper grades students). 

2. Common spelling rules (i.e. ói before eô, óthe silent eô, óchanging y to iô, etc.) 
3. Commonly confused words (close calls, homographs, heteronyms, homophones, 

etc.) 
4. Polysyllabic words and word parts.  This will include common affixes and word 

parts that can be pulled apart and used in other situations. 
5. Common roots in English (including Greek and Latin roots, French phrases, 

Spanish words, etc.) 
 

Most weeks, there will be a list of words coming from either Goal 1 or Goal 4.  Along 
with this list there will be a common spelling rule.  The students are expected to know 
and understand the rule and be able to apply it.  The pattern quiz will include some 
words that were not given during the week to test whether the student can apply the 
spelling rule.  Please note ï the students will not be graded on the spelling of 
unfamiliar words, only on whether or not they were able to use the spelling rule.  The 
spelling rules will be repeated several times during the year adding new words and 
requiring the students to be more proficient each time. 
 
Sources 
Month-by-Month Phonics for Upper Grades by Patricia Cunningham 
Word Matters by Gay Su Pinnell & Irene Fountas 
The Reading Teachers Bokk of Lists, Fourth Edition, by Edward Fry, et. al. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Everyday Mathematics: 
 
Everyday Mathematics is a math program that differs from many textbook-centered instructional 
programs.  The program centers on the fact that mathematics should be taught by: 

¶ Introducing a new skill through the use of concrete items the children can manipulate 

¶ Direct instruction and constant revisiting of the skill. 
Everyday Mathematics nurtures higher-order and critical thinking skills by using everyday, real-world 
problems and situations while also building and maintaining basic math skills. It is designed to 
support the three main content strands for grades 3 ï 5 recommended by the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics: Multiplicative Thinking, Equivalence, and Computational Fluency. 
 

Components of a Lesson 
 
Mental Math and Reflexes:   3-5 minutes at the beginning of the lesson 
                                               Oral review of previous skills/into to new skills 
 
Journal: Activity pages 
 
Games: approximately 20-30 minutes 
  Games are used to review/introduce skills. 
  See handouts for directions of the games we have played so far  
 
Math Boxes: Found in journal 

Another way in which the children review previously learned skills. 
  Students write answers  
   
Portfolio:   Selected samples of work are collected and kept in a math portfolio that can be used to 

show growth in mathematical thinking 
   
 
Study Links: Daily math homework for you to do with your child 
 
Projects: Special projects integrate mathematics with science, social studies, art, and language 

arts.  Projects are great ways to apply mathematics in other areas of the curriculum. 

 
 



 

5th Grade Everyday Math Units 
 

Unit 1-Number Theory 
Unit 2-Estimation and Computation 
Unit 3-Geometry Exploration and the American Tour 
Unit 4- Division 
Unit 5-Fractions, Decimals and Percents 
Unit 6-Using Data; Addition and Subtraction of Fractions 
Unit 7-Exponents and Negative Numbers  
Unit 8-Fractions and Ratios 
Unit 9-Coordinates, Area, Volume, and Capacity 
Unit 10-Algebra Concepts and Skills 
Unit 11-Volume 
Unit 12-Probabilty, Ratios, and Rates 

 

 

      

         Games 
 

 Playing mathematical games that practice procedures 
and reinforce concept development are essential 
components of the Everyday Mathematics program. Each 
student will receive a password for the Everyday 
Mathematics games website (www.emgames.com) and will 
log on regularly to play online. We encourage play at home 
in order to sharpen skills. Listed below are a few popular 
card games from the program that practice proficiency with 
computation. 
 

 
 

http://www.emgames.com/


 
AdditionTop-It 

Materials Needed: 
 Number Cards 0-10 (4 0f each) or deck of cards with all letter cards removed. 
 
Object of the Game: 
 To collect the most cards. 
 
 
Procedure: 

1. One player shuffles the cards and places the deck with the numbers facedown on the 
playing surface. 

2. Each player turns over 2 cards and calls out the sum of the numbers. Players should check 
each otherôs sums, using a calculator if necessary. 

3. The player with the greatest sum takes all the cards. In case of a tie, each tied player turns 
over 2 more cards and calls out the sum. The player with the greater sum takes all the 
cards from both plays. 

4. Play ends when not enough cards are left for each player to have another turn. 
5. The player who collected the most cards wins. 

 
 

Subtraction Top-It 
 

Materials Needed: 
 Number cards 0 ï 10 (4 0f each) or deck of cards with all letter cards removed. 
 
Object of the Game: 
 To collect the most cards. 
 
Procedure: 

1. One player shuffles the cards and places the deck with the numbers facedown on the 
playing surface. 

2. Each player turns over 2 cards and subtracts the smaller number from the larger number. 
3. The player with the larger difference wins the round and takes the cards. 
4. In case of a tie, each tied player turns over 2 more cards and calls out the difference. The 

player with the largest difference then takes all the cards from both plays. 
5. The player who collected the most cards wins. 

 
 

   Multiplication Top-It 
 
Materials Needed: 
 Number cards 0 ï 10 (4 of each) or deck of cards with all letter cards removed. 
 
Object of the Game: 
 To collect the most cards. 
 



Procedure: 
1. One player shuffles the cards and places the deck with the numbers facedown on the 

playing surface. 
2. Each player turns over 2 cards and calls out the product of the numbers. 
3. The player with the greatest product wins the round and takes all the cards. 
4. The player with the most cards wins. In case of a tie, each player turns over 2 more cards 

and calls out their product. The player with the greatest product takes all the cards from 
both plays. 

 
 

    
       Name That Number 

 
Materials Needed: 
 Everyday math deck or deck of cards with all letter cards removed. 
 
Object of the game: 
 To collect the most cards. 
 
Procedure: 

1. One player shuffles the cards and deals 5 to each player. The dealer places the remaining 
cards number-side-down, turns over the top card, and places it beside the deck. This is the 
target number for the round. 

2. Players try to match the target number by adding, subtracting, multiplying, or dividing 
numbers on as many of the cards as possible. A card may be used only once. 

3. Players write or say their solutions, then: 
- set aside the cards they used to get the target number 
- replace them by drawing new cards from the top of the deck 
- put the old target number at the bottom of the deck 
- turn over a new target number and play another hand 

4. Play continues until there are not enough cards left to replace all of the playersô 
cards. The player who sets aside the most cards wins the game. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies will be taught during our Reading Workshop time.  We will be teaching reading 
strategies throughout our Social Studies units.  This is called reading in the content area.  Fifth grade 
Social Studies focuses on American History. We will be asking ñHow did the events of the past shape 
our lives today?ò ñHow would our life be different if certain times in American History never occurred?ò  
Comparing and contrasting such a variety historical events will allow students to think deeply about 
themselves and the country we live in. We want students to discover the characteristics needed in 
order for them to become an active and supportive member of their own communities and the 
communities that surround them.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Science will be taught during our Science Block with an inquiry and hand on approach. We will be 
inquiring into Earth, Life Science, the Environment, Force and Motion, Space, Energy, Matter, 
Chemical Science, and Human Growth and Development .  Students will learn to think like scientists, 
using scientific process skill and habits of mind.  We will also be keeping a science journal where we 
document our scientific observations, inferences, experiments, classifications, measurements, and 
predictions.  In fifth grade, students will also visit the Science Lab once a week where Mrs. Brown will 
deliver her science instruction through interactive and hands on experiments.  All year students will 
become real scientists questioning and analyzing the world around them.    
 
 
 
 
 

 


